
Disruptive technology:
Streamlined Access to Papers (SAP)
Amanda Burls
9th International Conference for EBHC Teachers and Developers, Taormina, Sicily
November 2019



Yesterday Gordon Guyatt told us:

– Be realistic

– Clinician’s won’t read methods and results

No time



What is the doubling time of medical knowledge?

• In 2020 projected to be 73 days!

• What you learnt in your first 3 years of 
medical school will be just 6% of what 
is known at the end 2020.



Alessandro Liberati –
Could a second transplant improve results?

“… as a patient I felt even more strongly about what I’ve been 
fighting for throughout my career. Research results should be 
easily accessible to people who need to make decisions about 
their own health. The delay in the combined analysis of the four 
randomised controlled trials struck me as a case in point. Why 
was I forced to make my decision knowing that information was 
somewhere but not available?”





Worldwide inequality in access to full text scientific articles: the example of ophthalmology. 
October 30th 2019                                                                      https://peerj.com/articles/7850/

https://peerj.com/articles/7850/


Alexandra Elbakyan



“The most important thing you taught us…”

www.Sci-Hub.tw









Is it wrong?

“… digital piracy … is arguably … an act that is 
technically illegal but not morally wrong…. what’s 
genuinely wrong is restricting access to knowledge; 
copyright piracy as a method of opening up access to 
knowledge is not ‘wrong’ – it’s merely illegal”

Sci-Hub: The new and ultimate disruptor? 
View from the front. Nicholas, D. et al 
2018.  doi:10.1002/leap.1206 



Research: Sci-Hub provides access to nearly all scholarly 
literature, Himmelstein et al 2018, eLife 2018;7:e32822

“….use of Sci-Hub may constitute copyright infringement. Users of Sci-Hub do 

so at their own risk. This study is not an endorsement of using Sci-Hub, and its 

authors and publishers accept no responsibility on behalf of readers. There is a 

possibility that Sci-Hub users—especially those not using privacy-enhancing 

services such as Tor—could have their usage history unmasked and face 

consequences, both legal or reputational in nature.”



@lukeweston
“I wonder how many dollars of economic value have 
been enabled because of sci-hub? How many lives have 
been indirectly saved, because of sci-hub?”



www.BestEvidence.Info







Improving BestEvidence 

• Provide one-click access to Open Access papers using 
UnPayWall API

• Why not allow users to put in
their institutional IDs and also provide one
click access to full paper?



Brainwave? Really?

?







Kopernio - limitation

• One institutional ID only (I have 5!)

• Won’t work on a smartphone or mobile device

• Freedom to operate

• https://kopernio.com/invite/71433809



Streamlined Access to Papers (SAP)

Sci-hub = Napster SAP = Spotify

• Work on mobile device and integrates into BestEvidence app
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